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dire à ceux qui étaient autour de lui, que j'étais bien jeune' (Merc. , 2 June 1792, p. 30).

20. It was said that Mlle. Clairon was annoyed at the success of Mlle . Dumesnil in the role of
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1907, p. 8, n° 123) . The four performances of the play brought La Harpe 583 livres

15 sols, paid on 31 December 1764 (Archives de la Comédiefrançaise).
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and Claude, followed their father's profession. Eutrope was a travelling showman and

had lost touch with his family. He was in Moulins in 1782. Ambroise-Antoine seems to
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furnished room on 24 April 1779. Bachaumont claimed that La Harpe ' a épousé la
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80. Verdière, III, 398–404.
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who was born in October 1767 (Verdière, v, 515, n.).

84. Merc., 20 February 1790, pp. 110-11 . This was Louis-Philippe Samuel La Harpe

(E. de La Harpe, op. cit. , p . 78 , n.) .

85. Merc., 7 August 1790, p . 35 .
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91. Lycée, xi , 163–5, n.
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99. 'Je félicite m. de La Harpe de tous ses succès, il en est si occupé qu'il n'a pas daigné

m'écrire un mot depuis qu'il est parti de Ferney' (Best. , 13663) . What successes ?

100. Best., 13772.

101. Mémoires secrets, 12 May 1768, xvm , 370 ; Peignot, op. cit. , pp. 34, 37. There is no

mention of this appointment in either Voltaire's or La Harpe's correspondence, and

documentary proof is lacking. The list of official appointments for 1767 does not name

La Harpe, and that for 1768 does not give secretaries (A.N.: V¹439, 444) . The
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over, during his stay in Paris, La Harpe was living in the rue du Battoir (Best. , 13733),

which is either the rue de Quatrefages or the rue Serpente, and in either case far from

Boutin's official office in the rue Vivienne. There is perhaps confusion with La Harpe's

dealings with another administrator, Boullongne, whomhe saw in order to get a pension

(Best., 12988).

102. Best. , 13841 .

103. Best. , 13850, 13858 ; Correspondance littéraire, vIII , 48–50, 53, 55.

104. La Harpe himself admitted that Voltaire did not want this part of the poem published :

'J'étais à Ferney quand Voltaire fit ce malheureux poème de La Guerre de Genève . Il en

fit lecture chez lui, dans un cercle assez nombreux. On rit et l'on applaudit à quelques

détails , ou, malgré la faiblesse de l'ensemble, on retrouvait la verve et la gaieté de

l'auteur, surtout dans le premier chant. Mais quand ce vint au second, où sont toutes les

ordures contre Rousseau, il régna dans l'assemblée un silence de consternation qui
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journée. La leçon pourtant ne fut pas inutile ; car il prit le parti de ne plus lire ce second
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17 November 1792, p. 68) .

105. Mémoires secrets, 7 December 1767, m, 275.

106. Best., 13861 , 13910.

107. Best., 13861 .

108. Ibid. La Harpe's guilt in so far as the distribution of the second canto of this poem is
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La Gazetted'Utrecht; une lettre inédite à Choiseul' , Studies on Voltaire and the Eighteenth

Century, 79 (1971), 196-7).

109. Best., 14813.

110. Best., 13864, 13910.

111. Best., 13861 , compare Best. , 13863, 13864, 13871 , 13873.

112. Best. , 13892, 13898.

113. Best. , 13887 ; Longchamp- Wagnière, 1 , 70.
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Society, 48 (July 1958), 31-4 ; Best. , 13965, 14832 ; Correspondance littéraire, vIII, 53. To

protect her, Voltaire will pretend that he sent her to Paris to discuss the possible selling

ofFerney (Best. , 13899, 13902) . Dr Besterman suggests quite plausibly that she may have

seduced La Harpe into stealing the manuscripts ("Le vrai Voltaire par ses lettres' ,

Studies on Voltaire and the Eighteenth Century, 10 (1959) , 39-40) .

115. And complaining that Voltaire no longer wanted to help La Harpe financially (Best. ,

13910) . One of the latter's reasons for taking the manuscripts may have been that he

despaired of the eventual success of moves that Voltaire was making to get him out of

his financial difficulties .

116. Merc. , April 1768, II , 148–9.

117. Best., 13968.

118. Best. , 13941.

119. Correspondance secrète, 22 September 1778, vii , 25-7.

120. Best. , 13960, 14020.

121. Todd 1, pp. 227-31 ; R. L. Hawkins, ‘ Unpublished French letters of the eighteenth

century' , Romanic Review, 21 (1930), 8-9.

122. Merc., 7 August 1790, p . 35.
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1. Best. , 14005, 14101 .

2. Longchamp-Wagnière, 1 , 272-3. This quick return to favour made some believe that the
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whole affair was a manoeuvre by Voltaire, and La Harpe was said to have tried to make

his friends believe this (Correspondance littéraire, vIII , 48–50) .

3. Correspondance secrète, 22 September 1778, vi , 26; Best., 13858. Throughout 1767,

Voltaire had tried to get part of a royal pension in his name transferred to that of La

Harpe (Best., 12956, 12957, 13134, 13450, 13457, 13546).

4. There is no evidence of La Harpe's having been a contributor to this paper before 1768 .

Because Voltaire wrote to Marmontel on 12 February 1767 : ‘ [La Harpe] a paru vous

combattre un peu au sujet de Lucain', successive editors of the letter have accepted

Beuchot's statement that 'La Harpe avait donné quatre articles sur la traduction, par

Marmontel, de la Pharsale de Lucain' (Moland, XLV, 111 ; Best., 13051) . In fact, the

articles in question Merc. , July 1766, i , 135–45 , п , 91-105, August 1766, pp. 102–18,

November 1766, pp. 94–101 - contain nothing but praise, and Voltaire's reference is

pretty obviously to La Harpe's ' Réflexions sur Lucain' (Mélanges, pp. 105-25).

-

At the same time, details on when and how La Harpe started work for the Mercure

are hard to come by. He himself stated merely that he began working there after his

returnfrom Ferney in 1768 (J. Pol. , 25 November 1776, m , 451-2) . It is natural to suppose

that he was taken on when the privilege passed from La Place to Lacombe in June

1768. However, although the transfer was completed by 1 July, on 22 July, Voltaire was

still asking Lacombe whether La Harpe had begun work (Best. , 14192).

Moreover, although it had been rumoured that Lacombe intended to reinstate

Marmontel as editor-in-chief and main author of the paper (Mémoires secrets,

12 January 1768, ш , 282) , when it appeared , the avertissement (June and July 1768) pro-

claimed that it was to be ' principalement l'ouvrage en général des amateurs de lettres et

de ceux qui les cultivent, sans être l'ouvrage d'aucun en particulier'. La Harpe was,

therefore, only one of several editors and occasional contributors working under

Lacombe. We have found at least one unsigned article by Chamfort (Merc. , May

1769, pp. 68-85, see ibid . , May 1771 , p. 122). La Harpe himself said that all articles of a

scientific nature were written either by Lacombe or by his brother.

The exact extent of La Harpe's contribution during this first period of association

with the journal from 1768 to 1776 is extremely difficult to define. He first published

verse there in September 1768, but the earliest positively identifiable article is not found

until March 1769. From 1771 on, he decided to sign all his articles ' comme on lui en a

attribué qui ne sont pas de lui ' (Merc., January 1771 , п, 124) . We have found only three

later articles for this period that are definitely by La Harpe and which are not signed,

although on one other occasion he only acknowledged an article in a later issue.

It remains tempting to attribute many other articles to La Harpe, especially when they

show a rigorous respect for Voltairian tradition, or deal with themes dear to La Harpe.

He appears to have written, for instance, most of the articles on meetings of the

Académie française. In the same way, although he claimed not to have criticized

Linguet before July 1769 (Verdière, XIV, 60), a reader of the Mercure complained of

the change in attitude towards Linguet from the moment Lacombe became the

paper's proprietor (Merc. , August 1769, p. 141). In addition, the Mémoires secrets,

19 November 1769, v, 12, claimed that La Harpe did theatre reviews, and he himself

said that Belloy had thanked him for praise in the Mercure of Le Siège de Calais,

'dans le temps de la reprise de la pièce' (Pissot, vi , 507) . Yet, it is clearly dangerous to

attribute unsigned articles to La Harpe without proper confirmation from reliable

contemporary sources. An example of the folly of doing so can be seen in Berriat de

Saint-Prix's Remarques et recherches diverses sur Massillon, d'Alembert et La Harpe

(1811), where an attempt is made to show La Harpe as inconsistent by comparing

comments on d'Alembert from his literary correspondence with others from unsigned

articles.

We have not been able to confirm the claim made in the Correspondance littéraire, x,

374, that Suard and La Harpe shared the ' direction suprême' of Panckoucke's Gazette et

l'Avant-Coureur de la littérature, which ran for a few months in 1774. Although the

paper contains poems by La Harpe, it is not possible to say whether he wrote any of the

articles.

5. He later had an annual pension of 3,000 livres on the paper (Minutier central : Etude

LXXVIXX514).

6. L. P. de Ségur, Mémoires, souvenirs et anecdotes ... , 2 vols (1859) , 1 , 38.

7. Euvres de Saint-Ange, 11 vols (1823) , 1 , 5.

8. Ibid.
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26. Ibid. , 25 June 1791 , p. 139.
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38. Garat, op. cit. , 1, 351-2.
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41. Petitot, op. cit., p.v.
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46. Mémoires secrets, 17 August 1768, IV, 86.
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48. Correspondance de Diderot, édition établie, annotée et préfacée par Georges Roth

(1955), vm, 152-3.

49. Correspondance secrète, 22 September 1778, vii , 22–3.

50. (Paris, 1769.) The entries for the contest had to be sent to the Académie de La

Rochelle before 15 October 1768 (Merc. , July 1767, 1 , 172–3) . The prize was awarded to
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November 1770, pp. 135–45 . Interestingly enough, his name is still found written on to

an agreement drawn up by Panckoucke in 1777 for a new edition of the Encyclopédie
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Condorcet, op. cit. , pp. 27-8.67.

68. Brenner, 7729.

69. Condorcet, op. cit. , pp. 26, 28–9 .

70. Brenner, 7741 ; see Merc. , January 1771 , II, 147.

71. Letter from Dubois-Fontanelle to J. D. Antoine, 12 September 1771 (B.N.: n.a.fr.
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(Tougard, op. cit . , п, 114–18) . When he returned to Paris in October 1767, he stayed in

the rue du Battoir - either the rue de Quatrefages or the rue Serpente (Best., 13733) .

His new address appears to be the ' rue Montmartre, vis-à-vis la rue des vieux Augustins
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vivantes, gravés en couleurs par mm. Gautier Dagoty père, et fils aîné; avec des notices
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historiques relatives à chaque portrait par une société de gens de lettres (1773) . The other

contributors were Linguet, La Beaumelle and Marmontel (see Merc. , September 1772,

p. 168, August 1773, pp. 184-6) . A notice on Frederick the Great was given anony-

mously, La Harpe himself having refused to write it (Best. , 16566) . He composed

précis historiques on Voltaire and d'Alembert, getting help with the latter from Condorcet

(Pissot, IV, 112) . He also began a précis on Choiseul, which was withheld at the demand

of the Choiseul family (J. Paris, 18 May 1792, suppl. n° 71 (letter from J. Devaines)) .

We have not seen this galerie, and La Harpe himself claimed that ' ce projet n'a pas

été achevé' (Pissot, IV, 98).

90. (Amsterdam , 1772.)

91. Lewis, v, 373, 419.

92. Lettres nouvelles ou nouvellement recouvrées de la Marquise de Sévigné et de la marquise

de Simiane, sa petite-fille, pour servir de suite aux différentes éditions des lettres de la

marquise de Sévigné (1773) .

93. Best., 17004.

94. Best. , 17617.

95. Lekain, op. cit. , pp. 233–4. In a letter to La Harpe of 4 January 1773, Voltaire writes :

'en attendant que votre Amide soit prête' (Best. , 17052). In spite of what has been

suggested, we feel that this and other references to a new tragedy (Best. , 17046, 17230)

are to Les Barmécides, and that Amide - perhaps taken from Amida, the town of

Diarbekr (Ammianus Marcellinus, 18, vIII , 9-10) is a near-rhyming pun.

96. Verdière, x, 137 ; Correspondance littéraire, x, 411 .

97. Thomas, 34 (1927) , 129.

98. Lewis, v, 322, 338-9.

99. Mémoires secrets, 27 June 1773, vii , 17-18.

100. La Navigation, ode qui a remporté le prix de l'Académie française, en 1773 (1773) .

101. Mémoires secrets, 6, 21 August 1773, xxiv, 324–5 , 329.

102. See, for instance, the Ode à m. de La Harpe, by Gaspard de Pagès, avocat au parlement

de Navarre (Merc. , May 1772, Opp . 42-6).

103. Epître d'un poète à un jeune guerrier (1773) . See Affiches de Province, 8 September 1773,

p. 142.

104. Verdière, x, 23.

105. According to Colnet du Ravel, La Harpe earned 100 louis a year for this service.

(Correspondance turque (1801) , p. iii) . A receipt dated 29 October 1781 for 1,600 livres is

kept in the Pierpoint Morgan Library, New York, and another for 595 livres, dated

13 August 1789, was offered in the Revue des Autographes, June 1907 , p. 8, n° 124. Paul

settled an annuity on La Harpe late in 1774 (Best. , 18119 , 18130 ; Verdière, x, 98) .

106. Vers à S. M. Louis XVI, 43-6; Verdière, v, 87 ; Merc., 25 September 1778, p. 297,

9 April 1791 , p. 90, 23 July 1792, p. 93.

107. Vers pour le portrait de la reine, passim, A m. le comte de Schowalow, 46–67.

108. (Paris, 1774) .

109. Merc., October 1774, 1, 165–6 ; J. Pol. , 5 October 1774, 1 , 28 ; Suard 1 , pp. 195–6. La

Harpe's would-be benefactor was wrongly named by some as Necker (Mémoires secrets,

13 September 1774, xxvii , 342–3 ; Correspondance secrète, 6 October 1774, 1 , 89) .

(Paris, 1775).110.

111. Mémoires secrets, 18 August 1774, vi , 206.

112. Condorcet, op. cit. , p . 162.

113. Brenner, 7730.

114. L'Impromptu de Campagne, 1-19 ; Verdière, x, 52.

115. Best. , 18121.

116. Brenner, 7736.

117. Verdière, x , 114-17.

118. Lewis, vi , 165, 169.

119. Verdière, x, 124 ; Correspondance secrète, 25 March 1775, 1, 293.

120. Todd 1 , p. 234.

121. Mémoires secrets, 30 November 1775, VIII , 272 ; Correspondance secrète, 9 December

1775, п, 265; Verdière, x, 117, n. The initial reason for its not being staged in Paris was

that it had been performed out of turn at Fontainebleau (Merc. , December 1775,

pp. 153-4) and its author soon saw that there was, in any case, no hope of getting a

further performance before the winter of 1776 (Verdière, x, 252) . During the course of

1776, he carried out some corrections on it (Best. , 19064) . By 1780, the play had reached
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the top of the waiting-list, but he later gave up his turn on three occasions (Todd 1,

pp. 256, 302-3) .

122. A.N.: 0¹679, n° 195–7 ; see Verdière, x, 115, Mémoires secrets, 26 April, 25 May 1775,

VIII, 13, 46.

123. Abrégé de l'Histoire générale des Voyages ..., 44 vols and atlas (1780-1803) . La Harpe

was only concerned with the editing ofthe first 21 volumes that appeared in 1780.

124. Jovicevich 1, pp. 23-6.

125. (Paris, 1775.)

126. Correspondance littéraire, XIV, 323.

127. Verdière, x, 209.

128. Mémoires secrets, 26 August 1775, xxxI, 322–4 .

129. Verdière, III , 298–306.

130. Ibid. , x, 217-18 . The quotation is from Best. , 18484.

131. pp. 44-58.

132. Espion anglais, 14 December 1775, II , 236, n.; Mémoires secrets, 6 September 1775 ,

XXXI, 342-3 ; Correspondance secrète, 3 September 1775, II , 142.

133. On a report drawn up by maître Léonard Sahuguet, the attorney-general, A. L. Séguier,

gave a requisition against both Voltaire's brochure and La Harpe's article (H. Monin,

L'Etat de Paris en 1789 (1889) , pp. 183-6) . The printed decrees 'enjoignant à de La

Harpe ... de se montrer à l'avenir plus circonspect' and ' blâmant de La Harpe, Louvel

et Lacombe, respectivement comme auteur, censeur et imprimeur . . . ' are preserved in

the Bibliothèque nationale : MS. fr.22101 , 22179.

Best., 18750.134.

135. Espion anglais, 14 December 1775, II , 236, n.; Mémoires secrets, 24 September 1775,

VIII, 191.

136. Verdière, x, 275.

137. Mémoires secrets, 9 December 1775, vii , 322 ; Correspondance secrète, 3 January 1776,

II, 306.

138. Under the terms of a will drawn up on 1 July 1775 (Minutier central : Etude XCIXX1131).

This will was not finally settled until five years later. The inheritance had originally been

intended for equal division, but had been complicated by the death of Madame

Monmayeux on 6 February 1774 and by that of Marie-Hélène Monmayeux at the

beginning of December 1774 (Minutier central : Etude XCIXX1119, 1122). Moreover,

Marie-Louise and Ambroise-Antoine had both sold their rights in the succession on

20 January and 9 February 1775 (Minutier central: Etude XCIXX1126, 1127) . At the

same time, Eutrope Monmayeux could not be found, although he later claimed his share

on 3 October 1782 (Minutier central: Etude XCIXX1192) . Of those present, La Harpe

and his wife were the keenest to get the matter settled. La Harpe was present when the

inventory of Ambroise Monmayeux's effects was drawn up on 30 December 1775.

He was there again at the selling of the business and the furniture on 18 and 23 January

1776 (Minutier central : Etude XCIXX1134, 1135) . He and his wife deposited a demand for

settlement against Eutrope Monmayeux in default as absent on 24 January 1776 and

had the property valued. On 11 March 1776, La Harpe witnessed the leasing of some

land (Minutier central: Etude XCIXX1137) . However, the matter was to be further

complicated by the death of Marie-Louise Monmayeux on 13 January 1777 (Petites

Affiches, 23 January 1777, p. 111) . Under the terms of a will signed on 11 January 1777,

she left 10,000 livres to Marie-Marthe de La Harpe. So as not to lose the benefit of this

legacy, M. et Mme de La Harpe had to sign an act of renunciation to their share in

Marie-Louise's part of the family inheritance on 13 February 1777 (Minutier central:

Etude XCIXX1147, 1148) . To settle the succession, the remaining heirs finally met on

18 September 1779. La Harpe represented his wife with a power of attorney passed on

12 September 1779. A further meeting took place on 23 September 1780, at which both

M. and Mme de La Harpe were present (Minutier central : Etude XCIXX1192) . Mme de

La Harpe's share came to 23,007 livres 4 sols.

139. Condorcet, op. cit. , pp. 266–7.

140. Mémoires secrets, 15 May 1776, Ix, 110.

141. Registres ; Verdière, x, 315 ; Correspondance secrète, 26 May 1776, ш , 77.

142. Registres.

143. Discours prononcés dans l'Académie Françoise le jeudi 20 juin 1776 à la réception de

M. deLa Harpe (1776) .
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144. Correspondance secrète, 27 June 1776, III , 131-3 ; Correspondance littéraire, XI, 268 ;

Mémoires secrets, 21 June 1776, Ix, 140. La Harpe was also accused at this time of

having prepared his way to the Academy by composing a virulent Epître aux calomnia-

teurs de la philosophie (Londres, 1776). See Espion anglais, 13 May 1776, ш , 201–14 ;

Mémoires secrets, 22 May 1776, ix, 116–17 . It was attributed to La Harpe among others

ostensibly because it was written dans la manière dure, rocailleuse et obscure' , but

these are hardly typical features of La Harpe's poetry. In tone, this poem reflects that

of the poetry of Voltaire's generation. The language is far more outspoken than is

normal in La Harpe and contrasts sharply with that of his well-known tribute to the

philosophes, La Réponse d'un Solitaire de la Trappe. Nevertheless, La Harpe's con-

temporaries went on believing him to be the author and it was to spite him that his

enemies republished the work as a sequel to Palissot's Etrennes à M. de La Harpe

(1802), under the title of Nouvelles Etrennes à M. de La Harpe (1802). The poem is

reprinted in Verdière, III , 333-45, since the editors believe with little justification that

La Harpe's silence at the time of its reissue in 1802 'prouve assez qu'il en est l'auteur.'

145. Marmontel, x, 23.

146. Ibid. , x, 25.

147. Condorcet, op. cit. , p. 284.

148. Marmontel, loc. cit.

149. Ibid., x, 23.

150. Ibid., x, 23-5.

151. Ibid.

152. Merc., July 1776, 1 , 212 ; Gazette de France, 12 July 1776.

153. Best. , 19009.

154. J. Pol. , 25 July 1776, II , 405.

155. SeeLinguet, Lettre au Roi ([s.l.n.d. ]) , pp . 4–6, Lettre à M. le comte de Vergennes (Londres,

1777), p. 11 , Précis et consultation dans la cause entre S. N. H. Linguet et C. J. Panckoucke

(1787), pp. 11-23 ; Correspondance secrète, 9 August 1776, III, 277-80 ; Mémoires

secrets, 2, 4 and 8 August 1776, Ix, 178 , 180, 183-4. Linguet then went into exile and,

when he started up his Annales in London in 1777, he wrote in the prospectus : 'Ce n'est

pas ici un journal nouveau ; c'est la continuation de celui qui a été commencé à Paris en

1774, sous le titre de Journal de Politique et de Littérature de Bruxelles, et interrompu ,

comme on sait , en 1776' (1 , 3) .

156. Jovicevich 1 , pp. 29–33 . Grimm says that the job brought in an annual income of 6,000

livres (Correspondance littéraire, XI, 306-7) , but Linguet himself said that he had been

paid a guaranteed 10,000 livres per annum, plus an extra 1,000 livres for every thousand

subscribers over six thousand (Lettre au Roi ([s.l.n.d. ]) , p.1 . , Précis et consultation ...

(1787), p . 6).

157. La Harpe's last article for the Mercure at this time appeared there in September 1776,

and the fact that he no longer had any connection with it was announced by Lacombe,

Merc., October 1776, I, 188. On at least three occasions, Panckoucke named La Harpe

as the sole author of the literary section of the Journal de Politique et de Littérature from

5 August 1776 on (J. Pol. , 5 October, 25 November 1776, ш , 163, 405-6 ; Merc. , June

1778, p. 4) . Some doubt about this has been cast by La Harpe's denying responsibility

for all that the literary section contained in two letters that he wrote to the Journal de

Paris, 29 August 1777, p. 2, 7 November 1777, p. 2. Yet, the articles in question are

unmistakenly by La Harpe. In the first letter, for instance, he claimed that the review of

Marmontel's Essai sur les Révolutions de la musique (1777), J. Pol. , 25 August 1777,

II, 538-44 had been sent to him and that he had published it ' sans trop d'examen'.

He is more honest in a letter that he wrote to an unidentified correspondent on 27 August

1777 and in which he protested that he had not intended to make unkind remarks in the

article about Suard and the Abbé Arnaud (holograph which passed at the Laverdet sale

of 16 February 1859, n° 233) . In fact, he only denied authorship of the article because it

had caused the doors of certain salons to be closed to him (Correspondance littéraire, XI,

538).

-

As a general rule, La Harpe points out when an article has been written by someone

else. Frequently, articles by other people take the form of letters to the editor, where he

could proclaim his own impartiality (see J. Pol. , 25 February 1778, 1 , 277, n.) . Other

contributors — notably Voltaire, Condorcet, d'Alembert and the Abbé Bourlet de

Vauxcelles- signed their articles with initials . On one occasion, La Harpe apologizes

for having omitted the initial (ibid . , 25 May 1777, п , 130) . He was always most anxious

-
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that contributors should sign their articles when they dealt with controversial subjects

(Todd 1, pp. 247-8) . All remaining articles in the literary section are almost certainly his

work alone. We should also mention that we have found no reason for believing that

Suard had any part in the production of this paper although his name was linked with it

in August 1776 (Mémoires secrets, 15 August 1776, ix , 190) .

158. Correspondance secrète, 4 January 1777 , iv, 82.

159. Ibid. , 29 January 1777, Iv, 117–18 ; Brissot, op. cit. , p . 65.

Mémoires secrets, 6 September 1776, ix, 206–7.160.

161 . Ibid. , 27 November 1776, 20 January 1777, ix , 273 , x, 14.

162. 15 March 1777 , 1 , 381-4.

163. 5 October, 5 November, 15 December 1776, ш , 191–6, 356, 545–6, 5 August 1777 , 1 , 451–3 .

164. 25 April, 5 , 15 and 25 May 1777, 1 , 568–70 , 11 , 38–43, 85–7, 133–6. For La Harpe's

reaction to this help, see Merc. , 21 January 1792, pp. 77–8.

165. Best., 19284.

166. Best., 19305, compare Best., 19331.

167. Correspondance secrète, 23 November 1776, 3 February 1778, iv, 8-9, v, 418–19 . In an

unpublished letter to Shuvalov of 15 November 1774, La Harpe claims tht he gave

Chamfort considerable help, but that they only remained friends in appearance when he

won the poetry prize in 1766. Chamfort finally broke with La Harpe when he published

in the Mercure of December 1770, pp. 133-43, his Idées sur Molière, seen as a reply to

Chamfort's éloge of the writer (Soviet Academy of Sciences).

168. Correspondance secrète, 17 December 1776, iv, 53.

169. Ibid . , 26 April 1777, IV, 339 ; Mémoires secrets, 24 April 1777, x, 111 .

170. Verdière, x, 450–1 .

171. Ibid., x , 305.

172. J. Pol. , 5 December 1776, ш , 490.

173 . Ibid. , 5 March 1777, 1 , 326–7.

174. J. Paris, 8 March 1777, pp. 2–3.

175. Ibid. , 28 March 1777, pp. 2-3, &c. See Best. , 19751. The letters from the Anonyme de

Vaugirard ended with a note, announcing that he was going away on a trip (J. Paris, 21

February 1778 , p. 207) . Mme. Suard claimed that she persuaded her husband and the

Abbé Arnaud to abandon the correspondence (op. cit . , p . 176), and La Harpe himself

said that the Prince de Beauvau had asked them to do so (Verdière, x, 479-80).

176. 17 August, 16 December 1776 (Registres).

177. 4, 9, 18 January, 20 February, 3, 7, 15, 26 May, 8 November 1777 (ibid .) .

178. La Lusiade de Louis Camoëns (1776), in which La Harpe rendered into poetic prose ' une

version littérale du texte portugais ' by Vaquette d'Hermilly (Verdière, vIII , 5) .

179. Registres ; Merc. , September 1776, p . 152 ; J. Pol. , 5 September 1776, ш , 33-4.

180. Verdière, x, 443 ; Journal encyclopédique, 1 July 1777, v, 148–9.

181. Pissot, II, 317-63.

182. Merc. , September 1777, p. 159.
-

183. He signed a lease on 29 January 1777 to begin on 1 April - for a second storey

flat in the rue Saint-Honoré, facing the rue Saint-Florentin (Minutier central : Etude

XXI.R.481) . Strangely enough, Voltaire was still writing to his old address as late as

25 October 1777 (Best. , 19703) .

184. Merc. , 25 October 1778, p. 308 ; see V. Giraud , ‘Les derniers jours et la mort de Voltaire' ,

Revue d'histoire littéraire de la France, 45 (1938), 361.

185. J. P. Perret, Les Imprimeries d'Yverdon au XVIIe et au XVIIIe siècles (Lausanne, 1945) .

186. Ibid. , pp. 298–9.

187. Le Comte de Varvic, tragédie (Yverdon, 1776).

188. La Lusiade de Camoëns (Londres [sic], 1776).

189. Euvres de Mr. de La H*** . revues et corrigées par l'auteur, 3 vols (Yverdon, 1777).

190. Euvres de m. de La Harpe, de l'Académie française. Nouvellement recueillies, 6 vols

(1778). See J. Pol. , 15 November 1777, III , 350 ; J. Paris, 29 November 1777, p. 2.

191. Perret, op. cit. , pp. 291-2.

192. Merc., 23 June 1792, p . 94.

193. Registres, 12 February 1778.

194. Verdière, XI , 15.

195. Registres. La Harpe was still a busy member of this institution . On 14 February, he was

entrusted with 240 livres which he handed to the Comédie française for a benefit

performance for Corneille's grand-nephew (ibid . , 14 , 16 February 1778) .
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196. Registres; Verdière, XI , 22.

197. Mémoires secrets, 3 March 1778 , xi , 130 ; Longchamp-Wagnière, 1 , 442.

198. Mémoires secrets, 5 March 1778, xi, 132.

199. Lycée, xvi, 77–8, n.

200. Merc., 25 February 1792 , p . 99.

201. Verdière, XI, 34.

202. Ibid. , XI, 26, 34–5.

203. Ibid. , XI , 45.

204. Giraud, op. cit. , p. 362.

205. Mémoires secrets, 28 January 1778, XI, 76.

206. Todd 1, pp. 237-43.

207. Ibid. , p. 247.

208. Correspondance littéraire, XII , 124–5 .

209. Mémoires secrets, 17 August 1778, xii , 72 .

210. pp. 789-91 .

211. Correspondance littéraire, XII, 124-5, Mémoires secrets, 18 July 1778, xII , 45.

212. J. Pol., 5 October 1777, ш , 170–4 .

213. J. Paris, 20 July 1778 , p . 802.

214. Merc., 15 August 1778, p. 170.

Brenner, 3004.215.

216. Mémoires secrets, 17 August 1778, xII , 72–3 ; Année littéraire, 1778, vIII , 313, n.; Lycée,

XII, 295-8, n.; Verdière, XI, 69.

217. Correspondance secrète, 1 September 1778, vi , 419.

218. In May 1778, the former owner of the Mercure, Lacombe, went bankrupt

(Correspondance secrète, 16 May 1778, vi, 224-5 ; Mémoires secrets, 14 May 1778, xi,

225) and the last issue under his control was approved for publication on 18 May. He

sold the privilege to Panckoucke a few days later (Correspondance secrète, 6 June 1778,

VI, 271 ; Mémoires secrets, 22 June 1778, XII , 24) , and the latter then combined the

Mercure and the Journal de Politique et de Littérature, modelling the lay-out ofthe new

paper on that of the Journal de Politique et de Littérature . With a circulation of 7,000

copies (Verdière, XI, 94) , the new Mercure first appeared on 25 June 1778 (Merc. ,

15 September 1778, p. 139, n.) , and, like the Journal de Politique et de Littérature,

became a thrice-monthly publication, appearing on 5, 15 and 25 of every month.

It was to become a weekly -appearing on Saturdays - on 10 July 1779.·

At first, the authorship ofthe newpaper remained largely in the hands of those who had

run the Journal de Politique et de Littérature. Dubois-Fontanelle was kept on as author

of the new political section, and La Harpe's job did not change appreciably either :

Tout ce qui est du ressort de la littérature et des spectacles sera traité par m. de

La Harpe, qui était chargé de ces mêmes objets dans le Journal de Bruxelles :

mais il y a cette différence, qu'il était renfermé auparavant dans des bornes très

étroites, qui le gênaient pour l'étendue, le nombre et la variété des articles ; au lieu

que dans la nouvelle rédaction, il parcourra plus librement un plus grand espace.

Il rédigera d'ailleurs tout ce qui ne regardera pas la politique, les sciences et les

arts ... (Merc. , June 1778, p. 4) .

At the same time, the paper appeared as the work of a ' société de gens de lettres' .

Many writers promised to help in its production. The naturalist Louis Daubenton

agreed to write articles on natural history, Macquer and Bucquet, articles on chemistry

and medicine, the Abbé J. Rémy and P. J. J. G. Guyot, those on jurisprudence, the

physiocrat, Nicolas Baudeau, those on economy, and Suard ' la rédaction de tout ce

qui regarde la philosophie, les sciences et les arts' (ibid) . Further future collaborators

were named as B. Imbert, Dorat, Berquin, d'Alembert, Marmontel and Condorcet.

However, as La Harpe himself has pointed out, much of this was to impress possible

subscribers, 'et la plupart des prétendus coopérateurs ne fournirent guère que leur nom'

(Verdière, XI, 55 , n.).

In any case, as long as La Harpe was main editor and author of the literary section of

the paper, other contributors signed their articles. During this period, we have found

articles signed : Macquer, Garat, d'Alembert, m. le m. de Condorcet] , Baudeau, m.

R[émy], L. A. R. (again Rémy?), L*C*, avocat (Delacroix ?), and m. M[armontel] , who,

on one occasion, complained about his initials being omitted from an article (Merc.,

5 August 1778, p . 70) . All other articles during the following four months appear to

be the work of La Harpe.
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219. Merc., 5 July 1778 , p. 68.

220. 10 July 1778, pp. 761-3.

221. Merc. , 15 July 1778, p. 183.

222. Ibid. , pp. 178-85 ; J. Paris, 11 July 1778 , pp. 766–7 .

223. Merc., 15 July 1778 , pp. 181–2.

224. J. Paris, 11 July 1778, pp. 766–7.

225. Merc., 15 July 1778 , p. 183 .

.226. Correspondance secrète, 6 June 1778 , vi , 278.

227. Ibid. , 27 June 1778, vi , 300 ; Longchamp- Wagnière, 1 , 443 ; Correspondance littéraire ,

XII, 122-4.

228. Longchamp- Wagnière , I , 138–9.

229. Todd 1, pp. 243-5.

230. Correspondance secrète, 22 September 1778, 23 January 1779, vii , 24, 244 ; Mémoires

secrets, 14 December 1778, XII , 193.

231. 12 July 1778 , pp. 770–1 .

232. Correspondance secrète, 15 September 1778, vi , 11-13 ; Mémoires secrets, 12 October

1778, xii , 132.

233. J. Paris, 3 pluviôse an III (22 January 1795) , p . 498.

234. Correspondance secrète, 28 November 1778, vii , 149.

235. 'Lettres inédites de Florian , publiées par P. Bonnefon' , Revue d'histoire littéraire de la

France, 18 (1911 ) , 187.

236. Courrier de l'Europe, 27 October 1778 , Iv, 268–9.

237. Ibid. , 29 September 1778, IV, 205-6.

238. Letter from the Abbé Maury to Dureau de La Malle, 9 December 1778 , quoted by Sainte-

Beuve, Causeries du lundi (1885) , v, 116.

239. The issue of 25 October contained book reviews by Garat, Rémy and d'Alembert, while

La Harpe merely contributed articles on the Opera and the Théâtre italien and a letter.

He had no part in the issue of 5 November, in which there were no theatre reviews and

the book reviews were signed by Rémy, d'Alembert and Longueville. However, apart

from two theatre reviews by Marmontel in the issues of 15 and 25 November, La Harpe

remained the anonymous author of 'l'article des trois spectacles' (Merc., 25 April

1779, p. 290) . His contributions elsewhere in the paper were now signed. In the spring of

1779, Suard began to take over the articles on opera. Although not signed, his first

article would appear to be that of 25 April 1779, pp. 290–303 . From 25 May on, he

signed his articles M.S.** . At the end of June, Le Vacher de Charnois started replacing

La Harpe in either or both the articles on the other two theatres. La Harpe last wrote a
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44. Minutier central: Etude LXXVIXX 514 ; Merc. , 5 December 1789, pp. 27-9. This was to
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155 , n.).

45. Op . cit. , II , 220, n.

46. Préaudeau, op. cit. , p . 538.

47. At the time of the suppression of privileges in August 1789, the literary part of the

Mercure was being edited by B. Imbert, with Mallet du Pan in charge of the political

section. Framéry was writing articles on the Opera and the Spectacle de Monsieur, and

Le Vacher de Charnois was still responsible for those on the Comédie française and the

Comédie italienne (Merc. , 8 August 1789, avertissement) . Under the new agreement
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Marmontel, Chamfort and La Harpe agreed to supply the major part of the literary

material, beginning on 1 January 1790, although La Harpe himself anticipated this

slightly by beginning to insert articles on 19 December 1789. Imbert continued for a

while as general editor and replaced Le Vacher de Charnois on articles dealing with the

Comédies française and italienne. Marmontel replaced Framéry for reviews of the

Opera and the Spectacles de Monsieur. Panckoucke- as was his custom- had no part

in the composition of the paper (J. Paris, 21 October 1790, suppl. n° 95) . Imbert con-

tinued to announce engravings and music, but new books-announced on the cover

of the paper - became the responsibility of La Harpe. To help launch the new paper,

the price went up from 32 to 33 livres a year, and the literary section was doubled to

'deux feuilles d'impression' (Merc. , 5 December 1789, pp. 26-7) . The new contributors

agreed to initial their articles, Marmontel with an M., Chamfort with a C., and La

Harpe (or rather Delaharpe) with a D. (ibid . , 9 January 1790, p. 62.)

This arrangement lasted until December 1791. There was no literary section in the

issue of 13 March 1790. In October 1790, the authors of the paper were joined by

Ginguéné, who signed his articles with a G. , from the end of July 1791 (ibid. , 30 July

1791 , p. 191 ) . At this time, Imbert was replaced by Framéry and Berquin (ibid. ,

20 August 1791 , p. 91 ) . In the autumn of 1791 , the heading ofthe paper said that it was

'composé et rédigé, quant à la partie littéraire par mm. Marmontel, de la Harpe,

Chamfort, tous les trois de l'Académie française, et m. Ginguéné, et mm. Framéry et

Berquin, rédacteurs' . On 7 November 1791 , however, La Harpe signed an act with

Panckoucke, under the terms of which he became the general editor of the paper

('Document manuscrit revêtu de la signature de La Harpe', Vente d'A. Voisin, January

1889, n° 184) . The new Mercure français, 'composé par m. de La Harpe, quant à la

partie littéraire, par m. Marmontel, pour les contes, et par m. Framéry, pour les spec-

tacles' , appeared on 10 December 1791 .

In the troubles of August 1792, the paper appeared for one issue on 18 August as

LeJournal Hebdomadaire, and then continued from 31 August on asthe Mercurefrançais,

'par une société de patriotes ' . The political section was taken away from Mallet du

Pan and given to Garat and Lenoir-Laroche (Merc. , 8 September 1792, p. 35) . There

does not appear to have been any change in the literary section at this time. The one

signed review during this period is by Delacroix (ibid . , 1 December 1792, pp. 27–9) .
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case his contribution appears to have been very slight. In order to leave more room for

political news and reports from the Convention nationale, literature was soon relegated

to a weekly supplement, the first of which appeared on 6 January 1793. The last such

supplement that we have been able to trace is that of 2 February 1793, and from

15 February on, literary articles reappeared in the body of the Mercure itself. In these
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receipts forced Panckoucke to revert to the former arrangement of a weekly, appearing
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November 1789, the contributors agreed to send their book reviews to the paper at

least three weeks before the date of publication. In addition, although published on a

Saturday, it was printed on the preceding Wednesday (ibid . , 30 January 1790, p. 313).

The last positively identifiable article appeared on 22 March 1794. The first ensuing

issue without any book reviews is that of 26 April (7 floréal) , but internal evidence

excludes all intervening reviews except one in the issue of 29 March (9 germinal),

pp. 196-9.

48. See part of a letter to Beaumarchais published in the Revue d'histoire littéraire de la

France, 40 (1933), 464.
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