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This book undertakes a comparative reassessment of psychosexual

concerns in the works of Georg Trakl and Robert Musil. The two

authors, so different in other respects, are shown to converge in their

coordinated treatment ofthe problematics of sense and sensuality . In

either case a narcissistic ideal of androgynous union with the sister as

'Doppelgänger im anderen Geschlecht' is set up, only to be revoked by

the compulsive return to incestuous violence and inner division . By

disrupting the quest for poetic and discursive sense, sexual antagonism

operates at once as the prime mover in the more general crisis of

selfhood and as the prime stumbling-block for the pursuit ofaesthetic

ends in either oeuvre.




